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Tart Adams 2021 
“Build a Better Tomorrow Today” 

 
Presidential Candidate  

Noah Tart, Class of 2022 
 

 
 
To my fellow students, faculty, and administrators, 

 

My name is Noah Tart, and I am a junior economics major and global health studies 

minor here at Allegheny College. Throughout my career, I have become passionate about the 

alleviation of poverty, wealth inequality, tax policy, and federal expenditures. A passion that 

feeds and translates with equal zeal in my service to the Allegheny College students. 
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I have participated in the Allegheny College Student Government for two years serving 

as a Senator and Financial Controller in 2019-20, and this year I serve as the Director of Finance 

and for a brief period the Proxy Attorney General. My time in the Allegheny College Student 

Government allowed me the unique opportunity to connect with students to hear their concerns, 

questions, and comments. Within each position, I was able to develop more knowledge for the 

systematic working of Allegheny College while grasping the pressing problems harassing 

students.  

Outside of the Allegheny College Student Government, I am a Center for Business and 

Economics Fellow as well as a Student Representative on the Finance and Facilities Committee. 

The committee is responsible for setting the annual budget of the college and tuition rates. 

Sophie and I served this year together advocating for fixed tuition and the elimination of 

frivolous spending such as social distancing pool noodles. 

Allegheny College may seem like a small liberal arts college in a rural city in 

Northwestern Pennsylvania but it is more than that. It is our home, our community, our refuge 

for education. The birthplace for ambitions, opportunities, community, and friendships that may 

last a lifetime. It is here where we initially undertake the most substantial financial investment in 

our youth but equally the most considerable investment in our character and development as 

individuals. For over 200 years, students have attended Allegheny College learning the expertise 

of their field, securing their moral compass, and growing the Allegheny community. 

The previous semester was incredibly taxing for all members of our community for some 

more than others, raising new questions and concerns for the well-being of students of Allegheny 

College.  Sophie and I will rise to the responsibilities with open arms, open minds, and open 

hearts. No other College has our legacy, our energy, or our students. To forge our college into 
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what we covet it to be, we must look beyond ourselves and ask together as the community of 

Allegheny what we can achieve as a united institution.  

I am running for the Allegheny College Student Government President because I want to 

build a better tomorrow today. While ameliorations of the past are laudable, my predilection 

represents the opposite. Stagnate vicissitudes are erroneous and malignant. We must honor the 

past but push for a positive progression into a prosperous perspective. 

Wherever feasible, I will serve the student body in any facility that I can and plan to 

regardless of the outcome of this election. I take great pride in the ability to serve my students 

and the quality of work I provide. My allegiance is to the student republic, to a greater 

democracy for all, for a better tomorrow today. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Noah W. Tart ‘22 
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Vice Presidential Candidate  
Sophie Adams, Class of 2022 
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To my fellow students, faculty, and administration,  

 

My name is Sophie Adams and I am a junior global health studies and political science 

double major at Allegheny College. Born and raised in Seattle, I came to Allegheny for a change 

of pace and a new adventure away from home. After college, I hope to pursue a career that 

intersects these two majors- healthcare policy. I’m passionate about issues of inequity, 

particularly accessibility in healthcare. 

I’ve loved absolutely every minute of my three years at Allegheny and am so proud to 

call it home. But when you love something so much, you gain perspective and can recognize the 

need for change in order for there to be growth. I believe that is where we are now- at a 

crossroads with the need to improve the relationship between students and the administration. I 

believe that Noah and I have the experience and vision to help the student body grow into 

something stronger and more dynamic than ever before.  

While I haven’t been a Senator on ASG, nor held a cabinet position, I have served as an 

ex-officio of ASG on the Allegheny College Finance & Facilities Committee for the past three 

years. This committee is responsible for making recommendations to the Board on tuition, staff 

health insurance, facility improvements among other high-level decisions. This appointment has 

allowed me to advocate for the voices of students in these conversations that directly affect the 

student body, during which I have spent three years advocating for fixed tuition. It has also 

allowed me to develop an understanding of the operations of the college and see areas where 

there is a need for systemic change.  
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I am running for Vice President of Allegheny Student Government because I want to be 

at the forefront of this change, helping build a stronger student body. In whatever capacity 

possible, I will serve the students I represent with pride.  

 

Thank you,  

Sophie Adams ‘22 
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“When we work as a united community the potential for success is limitless. 

Let us take the first steps today to build the best tomorrow. Not for ourselves 
alone but for the students attending Allegheny in the future.” 

- Noah Tart 
 

“It is critical that we build each other up to ensure the success of all students. 
Faultlines undermine the work being done to create a more equitable 

community.” 
 -Sophie Adams 

 
Preamble 

Political activist Hellen Keller once said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do 

so much.”. The Allegheny College Student Government, administration, faculty, and students 

alike must all equally work together to build the Allegheny College Community we want to see. 

The Tart Adams campaign is devoted to choosing unity first. For “a house divided against itself 

cannot stand.” When we prioritize unity and community, there is an inevitable byproduct of 

empathy and broader connection among the community. Students will better understand 

administrators; while faculty and administrators will be better equipped to resolve student issues. 

 

For Allegheny College to pursue unity first, there are four objectives to complete: 

● Increased Transparency 

● Fiscal Responsibility and justice 

● Educational Standards  

● Build the Community, not the business 

Each requiring shared governance with the student and faculty to bring forth the 

luminosity of progression. For when we choose to put unity first, a community grows, empathy 

spreads, and people are united. Regardless of who we are, where we come from, what we can or 
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cannot do; we will build a better tomorrow today by unifying Allegheny College while 

empowering the student republic. 

Transparency 

The Fall semester of 2020 was imperious with on-set challenges, misinformation, and 

lack of communication between the administration and the student body. Any misguided efforts 

or misinformation may severely displace a student or cause unnecessary anxiety. There must be 

greater transparency to strengthen the union between the student republic and administrators.  

To improve transparency, Tart Adams contrived a resolution that would demand the 

disclosure of all funding and expenditures to the students on a semester and annual basis so that 

all students can see the specifics of where their tuition is being spent. Moreover, Tart Adams 

would meet with administrators and trustees to draft freedom of information resolution. 

Education is power and Allegheny College should empower their students with the knowledge of 

how their tuition dollars are spent as well as who and how the decisions are developed which 

influence the student experience. Within this resolution would be a clause making all committee 

meeting minutes publicly accessible on a singular website. 

Committees and the Board of Trustees must have at least one permanent student 

representative. Committees and the Trustees are composed of individuals ten or more years 

removed from participating in collegiate learning. The culture of college has changed 

dramatically, and Allegheny College is constantly evolving. It is imperative that in each 

committee a student, with genuine experiences of the times may speak on behalf of all students 

to avoid despotic actions that go unnoticed and unpublished. 

This level of transparency will assist students because they will retain a realistic idea of 

what and how the decisions are being made on our campus. Furthermore, transparency translates 
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to providing students better access to resources, financial aid, and an improved collegiate 

experience. Students will produce questions with factual data rather than what is deduced from 

an email and or through word of mouth. 

The elimination of smoke-filled rooms will build a stronger relationship between the 

administration and the students. This relationship is currently facing the most stress that it has 

ever experienced. Now more than ever, we shall pursue transparency and healthy open 

communication. A college is only as strong as its communication. 

 

Fiscal Responsibility and Justice 

On average annual tuition increases roughly three percent adding thousands of dollars to 

tuition yearly. America is in the largest economic contraction since the Great Depression, now 

more than ever is it imperative to enforce fiscal responsibility and justice for the students. Over 

30% of Allegheny College students are Pell Grant recipients, any frivolous spending that leads to 

tuition increases impacts these students and low-income students the most. Tart Adams is 

devoted to preserving the integrity of the student’s financial situation regardless of what the 

FAFSA and financial aid office may offer. Tart Adams believes this enters the form of less 

pointless spending, locked tuition rates, increasing student wages, and the elimination of 

contentious fees. 

Allegheny College has been overspending by about $3,000,000 for the last half of a 

decade and with that follows a series of pointless “investments” such as five-foot social 

distancing pool noodles which sat in the dormitories of the students. The students bear the 

consequences of asinine spending fueled by financial irresponsibility and poor thinking. Tart 
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Adams believes it is the responsibility of the Allegheny College Student Government to “check 

and balance” the spending.  

Vice Presidential candidate Sophie Adams is in her third year of service in the Finance 

and Facilities Committee (FFC) and Presidential candidate Noah Tart is in his first. During their 

time in FFC, both have advocated for locked tuition. Locked tuition maintains a higher degree of 

stability when schools have tuition expected to rise each year. Without a shadow of a doubt, 

Allegheny College will continue raising tuition by no less than 1.8% each year. Allowing 

students to prevent economic shocks from increased tuition. Locked tuition would remain an 

option for financing while also allowing students to choose variable tuition. 

Candidates Tart and Adams have equally advocated for the increase of student wages and 

the elimination of contentious fees. Student wages (not including federal work-study) have 

remained stagnant at $7.25 since 2009 while faculty and administrative salaries have risen to 

combat inflation. Increasing student wages to be more equitable will increase the money supply 

in the micro-economy of Allegheny College and the greater city of Meadville. To empower the 

students, action must be initiated beyond the social and public aspects but equally through 

economic empowerment. Therefore, Tart Adams calls for the elimination of fees such as the car 

fee which currently sits at $200. If a student brings a car without registering, it will take 20 

tickets at $10 to amount to the annual fee. It is unlikely public safety will write one student 20 

tickets within their academic career at Allegheny nonetheless a year. 

In April of 2020, America’s unemployment reached a historic unemployment rate of 

14.80% with 23.1 million Americans newly unemployed. Without a shadow of a doubt, the 

COVID Contraction has placed a higher financial strain on the students and faculty alike. Which 

11 



Tart Adams 2021 
“Build a Better Tomorrow Today” 

accompanies the stress on the institution. During the contraction, we must reduce profligate 

spending specifically in pork-barrel waste.  

Students deserve leaders who spend wisely, expand successful programs, and seek 

efficient methods in financial restructuring and rebuilding. We promise to advocate consistently 

for the low-income students, call out the financial injustice, and to build upon the pillars of fiscal 

justice for all students.  

 Educational Standards 

Allegheny is notorious for the academic rigor required of the students and the 

educational quality provided by the professors. The Allegheny College Student Government has 

a responsibility to the students to advocate on their behalf to continuously improve all aspects of 

the Allegheny community. Beyond the global pandemic, it is time that the college acknowledges 

the mental pandemic that all Americans are enduring. We are living in an age of political 

uncertainty with attacks on democracy and the capitol. Furthermore, COVID-19 places a shade 

of anxiety over students attending college. Regardless of how students or staff are handling the 

pandemic, their concerns and reactions are valid and must be respected. 

Allegheny College is one of the leading schools in the nation for environmental science 

henceforth we must lead the next generation into green methods to match our zeal for academic 

environment sciences. Continuing to reduce our carbon footprint is instrumental in the ongoing 

development of Allegheny College as a whole and a community. The elegant buildings of the 

college host great roof space capable of adding solar panels. We need to invest in more solar 

panels on our campus. Entering the age of alternative energy before competitor schools will 

depict to incoming students that Allegheny matches academia with action. Beyond the long term 

environmental investment, there must be short term sustainability projects. We must continue 
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eliminating harmful waste such as plastic straws. Tart Adams would work to provide each 

student with three metal straws to cut back on plastic waste. Furthermore, invest in projects like 

beginning the first Allegheny College Beehive. A sustainable project that offers research 

opportunities for comping Environmental Science Students and delicious honey. 

If you ask any student that was on campus during the fall semester, they will have an 

anecdote of a day when they were unable to complete an assignment on time or be fully present 

in class due to the internet going down. There has been a significant increase in the demand on 

the internet across campus as a result of more students being online at the same time for online 

classes. Additionally, more projects have to be completed online with remote students, putting 

strain on the internet at night when students are doing homework.  

Considering the quantity and quality of work that is expected of students, the state of the 

wifi on campus is no longer sufficient. Since we do not know when the pandemic will be “over”, 

nor when the reliance on remote classes will cease, an expansion of the internet is necessary to 

support the student body.  

of work being done online, the state of the wifi does not meet the needs of students. 

Moreover, when students attend Allegheny College they come for the in-person interactions and 

small class sizes. Yet as more and more professors transfer to a hybrid or fully remote course the 

increased stress on the internet is felt by those who pay for it. Those who come to learn but face 

challenges from frozen classes to being removed from the call all due to the quality of internet 

provided. Furthermore, students in quarantine fully rely on the internet for all classes during their 

incubation period and deserve the right to attend their classes without the stress of debilitated 

internet. 
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The Allegheny College Student government is in the process of putting feminine product 

dispensers in all gender and women’s restrooms. Tart Adams will continue this project and 

assure that at least two more dispensers will be added. The next location will be in the Pelletier 

Library as it is one of the more popular locations on campus for studying. The library is largely 

removed from all living quarters henceforth being the highest priority for the installation of the 

next dispensers. These dispensers are not intended to be an all-encompassing solution to 

menstrual challenges. Instead, they are available for emergency use as periods are unpredictable 

and have the power to ruin your day. Even if the dispensers are not used frequently, the principle 

of having them available puts the emphasis on the student and the responsibility on the college to 

eliminate the potential anxiety of bloodshed, so as to not worry about biological processes that 

will continue to happen.  

Build the Community Not the Business 

The final and most important part of the campaign is to build Allegheny as a community 

and not as a business. Allegheny is a school first and then a community of educators and those 

seeking knowledge. Moreover, a community of students learning from one another and opening 

their minds to new ideas and cultures. A community is one where everyone may join and feel 

welcomed, may speak and be heard, to share, and be validated. Tart Adams is devoted to 

developing a greater community where all are welcomed to participate in a greater republic of 

students. One where no student is silenced, suppressed, or dismissed. 

 
The Allegheny College Student Government Constitution states as its purpose is to 
 
“wherever feasible, improve upon the educational, cultural, and social aspects of the 
Allegheny community. Allegheny College Student Government shall endeavor to reflect, 
represent, and crystallize student opinion.”  
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To best reflect and improve upon social aspects of the Allegheny college there will be a 

larger allocation of more resources and space to the CILC Clubs and organizations. To advance 

the community we must empower the people. Starting with those who have faced the most 

silencing subjection. Less than 30% of students identify themselves as a BIPOC but represent 

100% of CILC groups. We must celebrate and empower the culture and diversity at Allegheny 

for there is beauty in diversity that some students are yet to see. Moreover, culture is a home, 

students who feel out of place can seek belonging, a family, and home. To allow a culture to 

exist is not enough. There must be a celebration of culture for the beauty it brings is not one the 

land can produce, but only people, only a community. 

The student republic is composed of all students; remote and on-campus. This semester 

roughly 20% of students will be learning from home. Each remote student has a voice and 

experiences which add to the Allegheny community. Moreover, a part of their Allegheny college 

experience is spent in their homes detached from the connection of in-person learning and 

conversation. While they learn from a bedroom, they are, nevertheless, members of the academic 

community and student republic. Dr. Anthony Fauci has stated the fall has the opportunity to 

return to “normalcy.” With this optimistic fall semester in mind, it is a matter of time until the 

student republic is reunited on our campus. While now we are divided by a pandemic we remain 

resilient in our unity. Tart Adams will advocate for the quality of education and Allegheny 

experience for those most removed from the campus
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Thank you for taking the time to read the Tart Adams platform for the Allegheny 

College Student Government Presidential and Vice Presidential Elections. It is so critical, now 

more than ever, that the college community of Allegheny is one that is accepting, diverse, and 

supportive. As your President and Vice President, it would be our privilege and duty to bring 

forth the image of Allegheny College that the students want and deserve. The fight for 

democracy, freedom, and equality is not once in a lifetime but rather is a continuously vigilant 

fight of every day. From this responsibility, Presidential Candidate Noah Tart and Vice 

Presidential Candidate Sophie Adams refuse to shrink like cowards. We rise to the call with 

unwavering courage and determination to not stop fighting for the students. For this is what the 

students of Allegheny College deserve and shall receive if elected. 

That is what the Tart Adams platform has to offer: empowerment of students and a 

rejection of the misguided efforts leaving our students to fend for themselves and bold leadership 

into the future: to meet all challenges with vigor, preserve the liberties of the Students and 

improve the lives of students today and tomorrow.  

 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please feel free to contact both candidates and 

they will be happy to answer any questions you may have and meet with you if you ask! 

 

Noah Tart: tarn@allegheny.edu Sophie Adams: adamss2@allegheny.edu  
 

 
Presidential Candidate Vice Presidential Candidate

 
 
Noah W. Tart Sophie L. Adams 
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