
ASG President & Vice President Campaign  
 
President: Abdi Lugundi 

My name is Abdi Lugundi and I am running for the position of President of Allegheny 
Student Government. I am presently involved in and hold executive positions for various 
organizations on campus. I am one of the Co-Presidents of the Islamic Cultural Association 
(ICA) which is an inclusive club that attempts to build relationships between students and 
faculty. Our goal in ICA is to bring awareness about the Islamic religion to Muslim and 
non-muslim students through discussion and events. I am also a brother of Theta Chi Fraternity 
and have just finished my term as Vice President. The current position which I hold now is the 
position of Vice President of Health and Safety, which is the third highest ranking position. My 
role in this position allows me to provide health and safety education to my fraternity through the 
principles of Sacred Purpose which include sexual misconduct prevention, responsible alcohol 
use, as well as recognizing signs of depression and other concerns. I have also installed an 
initiative to help bring cultural pride within Greek life through the Diversity, Representation, 
Inclusion, Program (D.R.I.P) which I started at the beginning of Fall 2019. Recognizing the 
importance of intersectionality and the impact intersecting identities have on the success of 
students, D.R.I.P will serve as an on campus support system that will inspire underrepresented 
groups to “go Greek” and also foster cultural pride within Fraternity life. Furthermore, 
systematically marginalized student populations may have reservations when deciding to join 
historically white Greek organizations. D.R.I.P. works toward providing events and spaces to 
discuss the stigmas associated with  fraternity life and how cultural expansion can benefit both 
fraternity life and increase diversity among historically white greek organizations.  

I am a believer in community development and relations, being the President of the 
Somali Bantu Community of Pittsburgh (SBCAP), I learned that bridging gaps and representing 
the underrepresented is a big factor to the values of community. Being able to bridge the Somali 
Bantu Community and the Allegheny community together is one of my goals as President. I 
started a youth program initially called Young Bantu Leaders (YBL). The program is in 
collaboration with the Islamic Cultural Association club. The program supports high school 
Somali Bantu youth that live in the Northview Heights community on their post secondary 
process and engages them a series of programs and events including exposure to higher 
education. This Spring 2020 I decided to make the youth program more inclusive and include all 
highschool youth that live in the Northview Heights Area. I noticed that youth in the area no 
matter where they are from experience the same structural barriers that make higher education 
not an easy goal to attain. I have worked with various multicultural clubs on campus to host the 
youth on campus and both groups get a chance to share their lived experiences, dreams and 
hopes.  

I’m running to bring awareness to the silent problems and unheard voices of the 
Allegheny community and bring them to prominence and acknowledgement. Having the 



opportunity to be able to run for ASG President and bringing the importance of why 
representation matters because I am only one of those unheard voices. The whole purpose of 
ASG stated in Section 2 of the constitution says that “The Allegheny Student Government shall 
endeavor to reflect, represent, and crystallize student opinion; to organize and coordinate 
programs of a co-curricular and extra-curricular nature; and to cooperate effectively with the 
faculty and administration in the areas of common concern to the Allegheny community.” Our 
administration wants to stand by this constitution and do what is necessary to represent the 
student body. A concern on security and safety has been very prominent on campus, particularly 
in  regards to ensuring the safety of our students in conjunction with respect for the right to 
privacy of all students. I vouch to bridge the gap between the student body and the Public Safety 
Officers by working to serve as liaison between the two. I want to start having events that can 
help build a relationship between the student body and the public safety officers so that we can 
build mutual trust and understanding between the student body and public safety officers. 
Students should be able to recognize who is keeping them safe, and public safety officers should 
have a relationship with our community to diminish implicit bias. I want to start having 
discussions on how we can move forward together as a cohesive unit and have all voices 
represented and heard.  

Our administration wants to fully represent the students and work with student 
organizations to have their voices heard and their concerns met with action. Our administration 
wants to be actively involved within the Allegheny Community and Meadville community, 
connecting the two communities together can be beneficial to both communities whilst 
increasing representation in Allegheny Student Government with new ideas, new faces and a 
new approach to leadership. One event that will help us achieve this goal is a community dinner 
where Allegehny invites members of the Meadville community to meet staff, faculty, students 
and their organizations. This will be a big step in becoming a shared community.  

Thank you for this opportunity to be considered for President of Allegheny Student 
Government. We look forward to the opportunity to represent those who have been 
underrepresented and actively serve the entire Allegheny College community and better the lives 
of each individual student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vice-President: Patricia Gaxiola 
 

My name is Patricia Gaxiola and I am running for the position of Vice-President of 
Allegheny Student Government. On campus, I am involved in various organizations such as my 
position as the President of Latinas on the Rise where we work towards empowerment of women 
of color and through this position I lead the executive board of the organization and engage in 
event planning. My position as President of LR furthermore means that I am involved in the 
Cultural Identity Leadership Coalition (CILC) where we work to foster innovative collaboration 
between Allegheny College’s various diversity organizations and I have worked with the IDEAS 
center on various conferences for leadership of students of color. Additionally, my employment 
in the Dr. Martin Luther King Mentoring Program cultivates my relationship with the Meadville 
community by establishing connections with the residents of the city. As a mentor, I help 
coordinate events with the Meadville Middle School students and the community where 
mentee’s are presented with local opportunities available to them. Furthermore, my experience 
on Allegheny Student Government’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee has given me extensive 
insight into how Allegheny Student Government can better serve students from underrepresented 
populations.  

Within the Statement of Community, it describes how Allegheny students and faculty 
should actively confront and challenge racism, sexism, heterosexism, religious bigotry, and other 
forms of discrimination and harrassment. However, attempts to improve our community have 
often been met with contempt. The voices of certain demographics are often silenced and I want 
to be an advocate for those who are disenfranchised. As a queer woman of color, I feel as though 
I am uniquely situated to consider the intersectionality of our student body and promote the 
wellfare of groups across campus. I am particularly interested in promoting improved housing 
accommodations, particularly with regards to gender-inclusive housing where many queer 
students have expressed to me that they feel marginalized by subpar dormitory conditions with 
little assistance from Residence Life, which would be a top priorotiy from the Student Life 
committee under our leadership. Furthermore, I want to ensure that every student has adequate 
knowledge of the resources available to them to afford both academic and basic necessities, as 
we inhabit a mutual-benefit-society in which the resources within the college should be exposed 
to all students, especially those with greater financial need.  

Moreover, as Vice-President of Allegheny Student Government I want to reestablish the 
freshmen liaison position while also adding the additional responsibility of advocating for 
transfer and international students. As an administration, we would work towards a revision of 
the orientation process for transfer and international students, as well as make clear to all 
students which credits are able to transfer. Another step towards inclusion of transfer students 
would include working with Allegheny Admissions to provide adequate information on 
equivalent courses from other institutions. With regards to international students, I want our 
administration to work with the IDEAS center and the Office for Institutional Diversity to work 



on including to a greater extent international students in the Multicultural Field Day as well as 
working towards greater inclusion of international students in CILC organizations. Furthermore, 
I would like to work towards engaging the student body with the work of the international 
students towards promotion of different cultures.  

In addition, our administration would like to work towards strengthening the relationship 
between Allegheny and the Meadville community. As described earlier, my position within the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Mentoring Program has provided me the opportunity to connect with 
businesses in town, and I would like to work on strengthening that connection for other students. 
I would also like to create a community picnic where students and residents could interact in 
order to eliminate the false perceptions of Allegheny students. We are also potentially interested 
in working on extending our relationship with the community in surrounding cities as well to 
strengthen our student populace understanding of the community resources around us. 

Thank you for your consideration of me for the Vice-President position and I look 
forward to the opportunity to accomplish the aforementioned goals. We look forward to the 
opportunity to represent students who feel as though their voice has gone unheard and to 
recognize the contributions of each member of the Allegheny community. 

 
 
 
 


